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LOUIS VUITTON ROPPONGI HILLS
Tokyo, Japan Design: 200203  Construction: 2003 Photos: Yoshio 2
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Facade section
The fastener which sup- 724 AHFALH T AF =
ports both face glass and &~ —7 2.2 5 W% FIgZ L
glass wibe unit has double 15457 7 A+—14, 2 Tl
structure, separates these Wil -TwT, L6 2o
o actions, and makes it DBEWE L, LD
possible to prevent de- 5 AF 2 —TOEM B¢
struction of the glass tbe = E#WHgEIZLTwb.
by external force.
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Louis Vuitton boutique built in a corner of Rop-
pongi Hills, Japan’s largest redevelopment pro-
ject site. The shop is located along Keyakizaka
Dori, at the foot of the Apartment Towers. It
faces the Events Plaza on the north, placing it-
self as a focal point of the square.

For the past few years, the company has been
promoting the powerful imagery of its major
brand pattern, the monogram, to be applied onto
the shop facades, as it has been the case here.
This time, a circle of 10cm in diameter has been
adopted as the module used for various effects
in the shop’s entire design.

Similar to its Omotesando shop, the glass fa-
cade portrays a bag, and features 30,000 glass
tubes lined between the double-layered glass
wall. Depth created by the tubes generates a
sense of perspective when the facade is light-
ened during night time, with changing effects of
light in relation to distance—in a way that is
reminiscent of Pierre Chareau’s *Maison de
Verre’ with is facade made of circular lenses in-
corporated in square glass blocks. Modules that
make up walls and interior are equally based on
circle motif. A variety of materials such as
terra-cotta, wood and metal provide rich expres-
sion of diversified texture to each space.

The vast space facing the entrance not only
brings out the full potential of the display area
in a shop, but is also a flexible, double-height
void accommodating a broad range of activities.
Optical fibers embedded in the stone floor in 3
spots show a flowing video image for space-pro-
ducing effects.

The interior space is loosely partitioned by
screens made of stainless rings that hung down
from the ceiling. Its space makeup is different
from that among the existing shops that offer
distinct spatial compartmentalization for each
collection. Such approach is effective in making
the place prepared for future restructurings and
renovations, as well as in helping each space in-
tegrate with one another.

‘Bag Bar’ arranged on both floors are coun-
ters with high stools where customers can sit as
they examine the full range of Louis Vuitton
bags displayed on the wall as if they were liquor
bottles.

Architects: Jun Aoki & Associates—

Jun Aoki, principal-in-charge;

Ryuji Nakamura, Noriko Nagayama, project team
Louis Vuitton Malletier—

Eric Carlson; principal-in-charge

Marie-Eve Bidard, Laetitia Perrin, project team
Studio Aurelio Clementi—

Aurelio Clementi, principal-in-charge

H & A—lsao Higo, Katsuyuki lwakiri, Tsunetaka Ueda,
Mie Miyamoto, project team

Consultants: Kanebako Structural Engineers—
Yoshiharu Kanebako, structural; Shimizu Corporation
—Jun Kikuchi, mecanical

General contractor: Shimizu Corporation

Total floor area: 1147.3 m?
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Like the facade,

stainless-steel screens

hiung down from the ceil-
ing are compaosed of eircu-
lar modules 10 em diame-
ter. Each space is parti-
tioned with these screens,
but the ng of infegrity

shere in the stric-
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p.89: double-height space
behind the fromt facade,
Optical fibers are incorpo-
rated among the rise of
limestone stai f

lively video images that

animate the space.
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Wateh and jewelry salon
on first floor: Round show-
cases on the wall are in-
laid with convex lenses,
magnifying the merchan-
dises on display.
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‘Bag Bar' located at the
"Men's clothing

tion. Cubic volumes on the

wall can adjust the amount

on to suit all
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Men's clothing section,

Sirst floor, we A va-

riety of materials are used:
screens of stainless steel,
and terra cotta or wood on
walls. Mirror on columns
and stairs reflect the tex-
ture of surrounding mate-
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> Leather goods lounge,

. Sand-blasted

eel cabinets par-
tition 3 customer booths
placed along «a corridor
leading farther into the
building. Cabinets contain
LCD monitors and book-
shelves.
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